ANNUAL REPORT OF SECTION EVENTS 2025/26

What follows is a brief resume’ of section events for 2024/25 addressing the main points of each.

1) AUCTION NIGHT
This event was very poorly attended and, despite there being some good lots on sale, the success rate was low.
Revenue to section funds was significantly lower than previous years and questions were raised in relation to the continuing viability of the event. At the November Section Committee meeting it was decided to give the event another chance by moving it forward in the Events Calendar to May 2025.

2) BOXING DAY GATHERING
Despite a cold and misty start to the day more than 60 bikes, of different eras, gathered throughout the morning. A very enjoyable day which seems to be gaining in popularity in recent years.

3) BLUESTONE HEATH RUN
Great weather, good attendance and a scenic route. All the ingredients of a very enjoyable day. Well done Stewart!

4) AUCTION NIGHT
The revised event took place on May 21st and again was very sparsely attended. There were 12 members present and only £16.30 was raised from sales.
It was subsequently decided by the Section Committee that the event is no longer viable and will not be included in future Event Calendars.

5) PRE 40s RUN
Due to a mistake on my part we uniquely ran the event with 2 start points. 17 riders attended and all turned out well for an enjoyable day’s riding.

6) PETER’S RUN
This was a new event for our Calendar and, disappointingly, attendance was low with only 10 riders signing on. Peter has, however, very kindly agreed to run the event again in 2026 and we look forward to a better attendance.

7) MIDWEEK THREE COUNTIES RUN
A relatively good attendance with 17 riders and 1 pillion signing on. Good weather and the ever popular transport cafe lunch were well received. 
We were also treated to afternoon refreshments amongst Harry Bacon’s superb collection of machinery and we thank him most sincerely for that pleasure.

8) MYSTERY RUN
Our popular annual journey into the unknown!
A very well attended run with 22 riders signing on. As ever, a very enjoyable route with excellent refreshment stops. Well done again Richard! 

9) NORTHERN VETERAN RUN
Although I was unable to attend this event I am reliably informed that it was a very enjoyable event. A great turnout of 28 riders enjoyed the now legendary Jubilee Park lunch stop and a good route.
In addition £432 was raised, in conjunction with the AJS and Matchless Club, for the Lincolnshire Air Ambulance. Very well done to all concerned!

10) OTHER SECTION EVENTS
Club Nights continue to be poorly attended, in general, and options for entertainment, including speakers, are currently under discussion by the Committee.
Social Mornings and Summer Breakfast meets continue to be reasonably well attended and are an alternative midweek option for members to meet up.

On a much more reflective note we were all saddened to learn of the death of Ray Meggatt following a protracted illness. A founder member of the Section, Ray will be sadly missed. Our sincere condolences go to his wife Hilary and sons Phil and Steven.

CONCLUSION
Overall it appears that general attendance at our runs has increased slightly this season. The caveat, however , is that the majority of this increase has come from the encouragement of riders from neighbouring sections to attend our events in the same manner that we attend theirs.
Any increased interest from any source is always welcome and we should continue to work with this aim in mind. 

Dick Booth.
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